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“Start Small and Grow Big” step by step
• Customer case study
• Evolve a Power BI model into Azure AS
• Tools

This session is not:

• Intro to Power BI
• Intro to Azure Analysis Services
• Deep dive
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Case Study: Contidis
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PBIX to AS – Steps

• Why evolve to Azure AS?
• Total Control: Partitioning, Refresh, DevOps
• More data (pbi limited to 1GB in PRO)

• Steps
1. Convert PBIX to Analysis Services Project

• Azure AS WebDesigner, PowerBIPS.Tools, 
Manual

2. Convert from file sources (ex: Excel) to databases 
(ex: SQL Server) - Optional

3. Rebind all the existing reports
• PBI Desktop or Online using REST API’s

Azure AS

Power BI



PBIX to AS – Azure AS Web Designer

• Issues w/ big .pbix files (+ 50MB)
• All or Nothing (error on unsupported datasources, ex: Sharepoint)



PBIX to AS – Manual Process

• Power BI is an Analysis Services Database!
• Steps:

1. Connect w/ SSMS (DaxStudio)
2. Script the PowerBI model database and copy it into model.bim
3. Change partition type from Import to M
4. Copy-Paste the M code into the table partition
5. Declare the datasource on VS
6. Deploy!

http://daxstudio.org/


PBIX to AS – PowerBIPS.Tools

• Use PowerBIPS.Tools
• Convert-PowerBIDesktoptoASTabular

• Not Perfect!
• But better than nothing ☺

https://github.com/DevScope/powerbi-powershell-modules


PBIX to AS - M to SQL - Optional

• Accelerate your DW/DataMart creation w/  PowerBIPS.Tools cmdlet:
• Export-PBIDesktopToSQL

https://github.com/DevScope/powerbi-powershell-modules


PBIX to AS - Report Rebind

• Using Power BI Desktop 

• Edit Queries + Delete + Connect

• Using the REST API’s

• PowerBIPS – Set-PBIReportsDataset

https://ruiromanoblog.wordpress.com/2018/02/01/convert-a-power-bi-desktop-report-from-import-to-live-query/
https://github.com/DevScope/powerbi-powershell-modules


AS - Usage Monitoring

• Activate Azure AS Diagnostics

• Correlate w/ Power BI Audit Logs

• Measure & Report on:
• Top Reports / Users

• Most expensive queries

• Usage over time

https://prathy.com/2018/02/powerbi-audit-log-using-office365-management-api/


AS - Resource Automation

• Automatically scale up/down, on/off your Azure AS database

• Solutions

• PowerShell – Azure RM

• Azure REST API’s

https://ruiromanoblog.wordpress.com/2017/05/06/automatically-pauseresume-and-scale-updown-your-azure-analysis-services-using-azurerm-analysisservices/
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EVALUATION FORM.

YOUR OPINION IS 

IMPORTANT!



Contacts

https://ruiromanoblog.wordpress.com/

@RuiRomano

https://github.com/DevScope/powerbi-powershell-modules

https://github.com/DevScope/azure-powershell-resourcemanager

https://github.com/DevScope/ssas-powershell-modules
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